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Statement of Purpose:  
 

The purpose of this research project is to examine the effects of increased globalization on 
human trafficking. I aim to delve into the illicit and less-known consequences of a surge in 
international economic activity and ultimately devise policy recommendations that international 
bodies can adopt to help decrease human trafficking. 
 

Background:  
 

My inspiration to conduct this research comes from a combination of factors including watching 
documentaries about child labor and human trafficking to witnessing children working in fields 
and factories while visiting India. I have taken global business(online), macroeconomics, 
microeconomics, and comparative politics which helped me develop an understanding of how 
different economic systems affect policy and how they interact with one another. Over the 
summer I had the opportunity to help research a few papers under a professor at Georgetown’s 
School of Foreign Service on topics such as demonetization and the interaction of social norms 
and political participation in India. Studying public opinion of the increased digitization of 
money -- part in due to globalization -- through demonization allowed me to develop a deeper 
understanding of how different countries are changing their economic framework in order to 
keep up with an advanced and highly connected global economy. Examining the discrepancy of 
political participation between men and women in Indian politics and understanding how its root 
causes are embedded in patriarchy helped me gain an understanding of why women are arguably 
one of the most vulnerable and exploited groups in developing countries.  
 
In addition to watching documentaries about the plight of modern slaves, I have read a multitude 
of scholarly articles  including “The Nexus between Free Trade Agreements and the Trafficking 
of Human Beings” by the Washington University Global Law Review and “Trafficking And 
Trade: How Regional Trade Agreements Can Combat The Trafficking Of Persons In Brazil” by 
the Arizona Journal of International and Comparative Law. I also spent the summer in DC which 
provided me access to several round table discussions where I was able to share my view on this 
topic and even received feedback from several prominent public policy leaders and consultants.  
 



 
Root Causes: 

 
A lot of the research concerning the effect of globalization on human trafficking has focused on 
its root causes such as the lack of education and economic opportunities. The latter is the driving 
force behind sexual exploitation, and is perpetuated by the lack of education. The destitute are 
allured by the promise of a high paying job, better opportunities in a large city, and the ability to 
send back family members a part of their earnings. Instead, they often find themselves getting 
their passports taken away, living with the status of an illegal immigrant, and being sold to 
brothels or factories and farms for little to no compensation for their work. The lack of 
education, especially literacy, makes it hard for the trafficked to fight for their rights, demand the 
right to organize, or report their abusers.  
 

Economic Motivations for Trafficking: 

 
A plethora of research has been conducted trying to understand why traffickers engage in this 
immoral practice. According to the Institute of Faith Work and Economics, sex trafficking is one 
of the most profitable businesses in the world and human trafficking generates profits of 150 
billion dollars annually. The ability to sell and exploit a trafficked individual multiple times 
makes them highly valued.  
 
In order to compete in a globalized world with low prices and extensive competition, amongst 
both local and global suppliers, producers take advantage of modern slavery so that the labor cost 
is almost insignificant. The lower the prices of goods, the demand for the good increases, 
following the economic principle of price elasticity of demand. The low cost and increased 
efficiency of transportation -- effects of globalization and improvements in technology-- has 
made the selling of humans to become much cheaper and easier than before. According to 
Siddharth Kara from Harvard University, “ today’s slaves sell for a global weighted average of 
US $420 and can generate 300 to 500 percent or more in annual return on investment”. 
 

Prior Research: 

 

Currently, the only United Nations entity working on a solution to combat human trafficking is 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. This group has several initiatives including 
knowledge portals, which spread awareness about the issue, and a voluntary trust fund to provide 
financial aid to victims of trafficking. Some countries, such as Indonesia and Sri Lanka, have 
taken measures to help prevent human trafficking. The Indonesian government, working with the 
United Nations, established child registration checkpoints and mandated guards at refugee camps 
while the Sri Lankan government put child adoptions on hold for a while to mitigate child 



trafficking. While several countries, like India, have policies aimed at combating child labor, 
many of them are ineffective and not widely-enforced.  In addition to national level efforts, some 
states have taken their own measures to regulate human trafficking. For example, Massachusetts 
created a Human Trafficking Task Force which increased protection for victims and increased 
offenses for those using the internet to advance human trafficking.  
 

Significance:  

 

Human trafficking is the world’s fastest growing illicit industry and is closer to home than 
people think. San Francisco is often a target for traffickers due to its proximity to international 
waters, its large immigrant population, and its availability of exploitable industries. Many are not 
aware that a majority of the products they consume and buy are produced by the hands and 
exploitation of these trafficking victims. This research will not only allow me to study one of the 
largest human rights and economic crises, but also uncover a new perspective through an 
economic analysis. When many people look at aspects of globalization such as trade and 
economic policies, they automatically think about the economic consequences but often fail to 
recognize the unintended consequences such as modern slavery and sex trafficking. The new 
perspective I hope to bring to the field is understanding how to tackle the problem of human 
trafficking from a policy approach at the international level instead of mainly focusing on local 
and national government policy. Little research has been done to see the effectiveness of 
international policies in eradicating human trafficking; therefore, my project aims to show how 
cooperation at the international level can be beneficial and how international agreements can be 
better crafted to take into account humanitarian crises such as human trafficking.  
 
Through my research, I plan to bring awareness to the public about human trafficking and its 
prominent role in our daily lives. This work will shed light on the refugee and immigration crises 
as these groups are some of the most vulnerable to be trafficked. The interconnectedness of the 
refugee crisis, immigration, and human trafficking may lead to more solutions in the form of 
international negotiations and agreements to solve these issues, rather than every country 
working alone. Another purpose of this research is to educate people on how there are multiple 
unintended consequences of public policy and how every aspect, not just the economic 
repercussions, should be looked at while evaluating the success of an economic or international 
policy.  
 
I hope to get a more in-depth understanding of how international trade agreements such as 
NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreements) and TPP (Trans-Pacific Partnership) work 
while also trying to understand how international governing bodies such as the World Trade 
Organization and United Nations have a role in public policy. Understanding international 



agreements can be useful for not only humanitarian crises but also for some of the biggest 
problems facing the 21st century and beyond such as terrorism and climate change.  
 

Schedule of the On-Site Experience: 

 
I plan to work with Georgetown professor Irfan Nooruddin, whom I worked alongside this past 
summer, to conduct my research project. Since my work does not require a lab or certain 
workplace, most of the mentorship will occur over Skype calls twice a week.  
 
During the first stage of research, I plan on examining several articles and papers to expand my 
knowledge on trade agreements and international economic policy. Next, I will categorize those 
policies and examine their correlation with the amount of human trafficking to determine if a 
significant amount of causation exists. After identifying the similarities between the trade 
agreements that have an effect on human trafficking, I will study how the world, from local to 
national governments, are currently addressing such issues. I then hope to be able to identify how 
international bodies can solve for the lack of implementation and efficiency of these policies. 
 

Possible Problems: 

 
The most prominent issue revolving studying the effects of globalization on human trafficking 
deals with inexact data. Since human trafficking is an illicit business, the number of victims are 
often underrepresented and based on rough speculation, making data collection difficult. I plan to 
counter this problem by analyzing several articles about the number of people trafficked to get a 
good estimate. Additionally, many international organizations agree on an estimate of trafficking 
victims, which will provide me with a figure to follow in examining the effects of globalization.  
 
 

  



Works Cited 

Clark, Michele. “Human Trafficking Casts Shadow on Globalization.” Human Trafficking Casts 

Shadow on Globalization | YaleGlobal Online , Yale University, 23 Apr. 2003, 

yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/human-trafficking-casts-shadow-globalization. 

Jesionka, Natalie. “What's Being Done to Stop Human Trafficking?” Free Career Advice , The 

Muse, 1 Feb. 2013, 

www.themuse.com/advice/whats-being-done-to-stop-human-trafficking. 

KARA, SIDDHARTH. “Human Trafficking in the Global Economy.” Harvard International 

Review , 2011, 

isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic1498717.files/Supply_and_Demand.pdf. 

King, Lindsey. “International Law and Human Trafficking.” Topical Research Digest. 

Molloy, Baylee. “The Economics of Human Trafficking.” Institute For Faith, Work & 

Economics , 27 Apr. 2017, tifwe.org/the-economics-of-human-trafficking/. 

 Peerapeng, Suk-Rutai, et al. “IMPACT OF ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION ON THE 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THE GREATER MEKONG SUB-REGION 

COUNTRIES.” 

ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/147426/2/20_Suk-Rutai_Impact_Apstract.pdf. 

Rivenbark, Zachariah. “Features Comprehensive Background on Breaking News Topics.” 

JURIST - International Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking , 19 July 2013, 

www.jurist.org/feature/2013/07/international-efforts-to-combat-human-trafficking.php. 



Rivenbark, Zachariah. “Features Comprehensive Background on Breaking News Topics.” 

JURIST - International Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking , 19 July 2013, 

www.jurist.org/feature/2013/07/international-efforts-to-combat-human-trafficking.php. 

Tourtchaninova, Maria, and Minouche Kandel. “Human Trafficking in San Francisco Report.” 

San Francisco Department on the Status of Women , 2016. 


